
RE Planning Y1 

Autumn 1: Animal Stories 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To become familiar with the 
Christian story “Jonah and the 
Whale” and consider what it 

teaches Christians. 

In this lesson, children will have the opportunity to discuss 
what they already know about different religions before 

reading the Christian story “Jonah and the Whale”.  
Children will become familiar with the story and will 

consider what the story aims to teach Christians.  They will 
then retell the story through making their own concertina 

book. 

 Can children say what the story is about? 

 Are children able to describe what a moral is? 

 Can children say what the story teaches Christians? 

Lesson 2 

To understand Buddhist beliefs 
about animals through the story of 

“Siddhartha and the Swan” 

Children will first be introduced to the religion Buddhism.  
They will learn that Buddhists follow the teachings of 

Siddhartha Gautama, known as Buddha, and will read the 
story of Siddhartha and the Swan.  Children will discuss 
how Siddhartha showed kindness to the swan before 

thinking about how they can show kindness in different 
settings. 

 Are children able to say something about what the Buddhists 
believe? 

 Can children explain how Siddhartha showed kindness in the 
story? 

 Are children able to think about how they can show kindness 
in their everyday lives? 

Lesson 3 

To become familiar with the 
Islamic story “The Prophet and the 
Ants” and consider what it teaches 

Muslims. 

Moving on to another animal story, this lesson focuses on 
Islamic story “The Prophet and the Ants”.  Children will be 
encouraged to make links with other religious stories and 
what they teach people.  After becoming familiar with the 
story, children will think carefully about how they can help 

care for animals and different creatures. 

 Can children say what they could do to look after the 
creatures of our world? 

 Are children able to explain why the Prophet was angry at the 
people who started the fire? 

 Can children make comparisons about the animal stories they 
have read so far? 

Lesson 4 

To learn some Jewish beliefs 
through the story of “Noah’s Ark”. 

In this lesson, children will be encouraged to make links to 
different religions, considering stories that appear in more 

than one holy book.  Children will then read the story 
“Noah’s Ark” and discuss why it was important to God that 

two of each animal were saved from the flood.  Finally, 
children will make their own flip booklets re-telling the 

story. 

 Can children say what the meaning of the story is? 

 Are children able to say why animals are important to God? 

 Can children retell the main events in the story? 

Lesson 5 

To understand the beliefs of 
Sikhism through the story of “The 

Donkey and the Tiger Skin”. 

In this final lesson, children will recap what they have 
learnt about different religious beliefs so far.  Children will 
then be introduced to the religion Sikhism.  The final story 
of the week is “The Donkey and the Tiger Skin”.  Children 

will be challenged to think about what these religions 
stories have in common before sequencing the story 

independently. 

 Can children say what the story teaches Sikhs? 

 Are children able to think about how they can show kindness? 

 Can children compare different religions and their attitude 
towards the animals? 



Autumn 2: Why do Christians give gifts at Christmas? 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To discuss their experiences of 
giving and receiving presents. 

Children will think about some of the reasons why people 
give gifts.  They will consider how it feels to both give and 
receive gifts, drawing on their own experiences.  They will 

start to consider what makes a present precious. 

 Can children identify aspects of their own experience and 
feelings in relation to giving and receiving presents? 

 Can children identify what they feel to be of value and explain 
why? 

 Can children use words and pictures to describe a present 
that is special to them? 

Lesson 2 

To find out about the story of 
Jesus’ birth. 

Children will recap what they already know about 
Christmas and why it is celebrated.  They will read the 

story of the nativity, focusing on why the three wise men 
gave gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to Jesus when 
they visited him.  They will start to relate this to Christian 

ideas of giving and receiving. 

 Do children understand the story of the birth of Jesus? 

 Can children explain why they think this wise men gave gifts 
to the baby Jesus? 

 Do children know what the concepts of giving and receiving 
are important in Christianity? 

Lesson 3 

To think about a gift a Christian 
might give to baby Jesus. 

Children will recap the story of the nativity and recall the 
gifts given by the three wise men.  They will consider gifts 

that babies receive today and think about what they would 
give to baby Jesus if they had visited him in the stables 

today. 

 Do children know that the three wise men brought baby Jesus 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh? 

 Can children offer suggestions for what a Christian might give 
baby Jesus as a gift? 

 Do children know the significance of giving and receiving gifts 
for Christmas? 

Lesson 4 

To think about presents that can 
be given that you can’t see. 

Children will think about why people give gifts at 
Christmas and consider presents that can be given but not 
seen.  Children will think about concepts such as kindness, 
friendships and love as presents they can give their loved 
one instead of presents that go under the Christmas tree.  

They will compare the importance of these “invisible” 
presents compared to physical gifts. 

 Can children talk about why giving presents is an important 
idea for Christians? 

 Can children relate giving presents at Christmas to the gifts 
that were given to Jesus? 

 Do children understand that some gifts are “invisible” but are 
still important? 

Lesson 5 

To explore the Christian belief that 
Jesus is God’s gift to the world. 

Children will think about why Christians remember the 
birth of a baby more than 2000 years ago and discuss the 

Christian beliefs that Jesus was a gift from God to the 
world.  It also teaches them Christian beliefs about what 

Jesus brought to the world, such as hope and peace.  They 
will also consider what gifts they would like to give their 

loved ones at Christmas and why. 

 Do children know that Jesus is important to Christians 
because he is the son of God? 

 Can children suggest some things that Jesus brought to the 
world (e.g. love, hope etc.)? 

 Do children know that not all people who give and receive 
gifts at Christmas are Christians and that some people do not 
give or receive gifts at all at this time of year? 

 



Spring 1: Our wonderful World 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To identify things that make our 
world special. 

Children will think about things in our world that are 
amazing.  They will be shown a variety of photos from 
around the world as a catalyst for discussion.  They will 
identify some of the features, sights and sounds of our 

world that make it special. 

 Can children identify things that are amazing? 

 Do children understand people may have different views? 

 Can children explain why somethings in the world is amazing? 

Lesson 2 

To explore the Jewish, Christian 
and Islamic creation stories. 

Children will think about why there are different creation 
stories. They will find out that the creation story of 

Christians, Jews and Muslims is very similar and think 
about the reasons for this.  They will read and retell the 

Christian version of the creation story as told in the Bible. 

 Can children retell a version of the creation story? 

 Can children say how the three creation stories are similar? 

 Do children understand different people believe different 
things? 

Lesson 3 

To explore the Hindu creation 
story. 

Children will recall why different religions have different 
accounts of creation.  They will then read the Hindu 

creation story, as told in the Vedas.  They will consider the 
similarities and differences between the Hindu creation 
story and the creation story of Christians, Muslims and 

Jews. 

 Can children retell a version of the creation story? 

 Can children compare the creation stories? 

 Do children understand different people believe different 
things? 

Lesson 4 

To explore different accounts of 
the creation of the sky and 

Heaven. 

Children will be reminded that in the creation stories they 
have read so far, God created a heaven.  They will find out 
about Hindu, Christian, Jewish and Muslim ideas of Heaven 

and discuss what they personally think Heaven would be 
like. 

 Can children retell a section of the creation story? 

 Can children compare how the sky and Heaven were 
represented in different creation stories? 

 Can children explain what paradise might be like? 

Lesson 5 

To explore different accounts of 
the creation of plants. 

Children will recall information about various creation 
stories.  They will go on to find out how various religions 
account for the creation of plants before looking at why 

plants are important and what they give us. 

 Can children retell a section of the creation story? 

 Can children compare how plants were represented in 
different creation stories? 

 Can children explain why they think plants were created? 

Lesson 6 

To explore different religious 
accounts of how animals and 

people were created. 

Children will learn how various religious account for the 
creation of animals and humans.  They will then think 

about why people should look after the world and what it 
is that makes them special. 

 Can children retell a section of a creation story? 

 Can children compare how animals and people were 
represented in different creation stories? 

 Can children explain why they think animals and people 
created? 



Spring 2: Easter Beginnings 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To understand that some people 
celebrate new beginnings. 

Children will explore the different seasons and focus on 
the changes to the weather and their surroundings during 
spring.  They will learn about how some people celebrate 
new life at this time and state to explore what Easter is.  

The children will have lots of fun becoming season 
detectives as they enjoy a season scavenger hunt. 

 Do children know there are four season in a year? 

 Do children know that spring is a time of new life for plants 
and animals? 

 Do children know about Easter? 

Lesson 2 

To find out about the Easter story. Children will learn about Christianity and why Christians 
celebrate Easter.  They will find out about the Easter story 
and explore its meaning through role-play and hot-seating 

activities.  The children will have the opportunity to 
sequence the Easter story as well as creating a 3D scene to 

act out Jesus’ resurrection. 

 Can children retell the Easter story? 

 Can children explain why Christians believe the Easter story 
has a happy ending? 

 Are the children able to share a part of the Easter story that 
makes them feel happy? 

Lesson 3 

To understand how Christians 
prepare for Easter. 

Children will learn about how Christians prepare for Easter 
and what happens during the lead up to Easter Day.  They 
will enjoy exploring the traditions around Shrove Tuesday, 

especially making some yummy pancakes, and thinking 
about what Lent is and how they can give back something 

rather than give something up. 

 Can children explain how Christians prepare for Easter? 

 Do children understand what Lent is? 

 Do children understand what Christians think about during 
Lent? 

Lesson 4 

To understand how Christians 
celebrate Easter. 

Children will understand how Christians celebrate Easter 
and Holy Week.  They will explore how this is the time for 

Christians to remember the last few days of Jesus’ life 
through learning about Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday and Easter Day.  The children will enjoy 
learning about Easter traditions as well as have the 
exciting opportunity to make an Osterbaum Tree 

 Do the children understand how Christians celebrate Easter? 

 Can children recall the events that happen during Holy Week? 

 Can the children relate the events during Holy Week to the 
Easter story? 

Lesson 5 

To learn about traditions during 
Easter. 

Children will be challenged to recap all they have learn 
about Easter as well as learn about typical Easter traditions 

celebrated by Christians.  They will have the exciting 
opportunity to finish this scheme of work by making Easter 

baskets and going on an Easter egg hunt. 

 Can the children recall the different Easter traditions? 

 Can the children describe the different Easter traditions? 

 Do the children understand why these traditions are 
important to some people at Easter time? 

 

 



Summer 1: Special Objects 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To compare own special toys and 
objects with special religious 

objects. 

Children will think about special toys and objects they 
have at home.  They will look at an image of a toy of 

Noah’s Ark, listen to the Bible’s version of the story and 
discuss why some children play with a wooden Ark.  The 

children will have the opportunity to sequence the story as 
well as retell it using puppets. 

 Can the children say what objects is special or important to 
them? 

 Do they understand what is special or important to someone 
else and why? 

 Do they recognise special religious objects? 

Lesson 2 

To compare own special objects 
with religious special objects. 

Children will learn about the Jewish festival Hanukkah and 
the story of the oil lamps burning for eight days.  They will 

learn about the traditional Dreidel game played during 
Hanukkah as well as make their own Dreidel and play it. 

 Can the children say what outdoor objects are special or 
important to them? 

 Do they recognise what and why something is special to 
someone else? 

 Can they explain what special religious objects are used 
during Hanukkah? 

Lesson 3 

To understand and describe what 
a special religious object is. 

Children will explore what ornaments are, which people 
may have them and why.  They will compare small special 

ornaments with larger religious artefacts.  The children will 
have opportunities to create their own special ornament 

or recreate one they have explored. 

 Do the children understand what a special object is? 

 Do the children understand what an ornament is and why 
people have them? 

 Can the children distinguish between special objects that are 
ornaments and special objects that aren’t? 

Lesson 4 

To compare own special books 
with special religious books. 

Children will compare their favourite special books with 
special religious books and the objects used with them.  

They will also find out where you would find them.  They 
will have the opportunity to use their acquired knowledge 

to compare matching activities. 

 Can the children say which book is special or important to 
them? 

 Do the children recognise books that are special to different 
religions? 

 Can the children explain what special objects are used to take 
care of special religious books? 

Lesson 5 

To understand and compare own 
special religious clothes with 
religious special clothes and 

objects. 

Children will learn about special religious clothes and the 
objects associated with them.  The children will match the 
correct clothes and special objects to a figure and label the 
clothes.  They will also have the opportunity to learn about 

and make prayer beads. 

 Can the children say if they have any special clothes and why 
they are special? 

 Do the children recognise any special religious clothes? 

 Do the children recognise any special religious objects that 
are associated with the clothes? 

Lesson 6 

To understand and compare 
special religious objects with their 

own special objects. 

Children will explore special religious objects and compare 
them to everyday objects.  They will learn about what they 

are used for and who uses them.  They will complete 
activities to sort everyday non-religious items with special 
religious ones as well as creating their own special plate 

for a special occasion. 

 Do the children recognise any religious special objects? 

 Can they say if they have any special objects at home? 

 Can they match the descriptions to the religious object? 



Summer 2: Why is the Torah Special? 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To find out about what Judaism is 
and what Jews believe. 

Children will identify Judaism as one of the major world 
religions.  They will find out how Judaism started by 

reading the story of Abraham.  They will go on to explore 
some of the key beliefs, traditions and features of Judaism. 

 Do children know that Judaism is a religion? 

 Do children know that Abraham is known as the founder of 
Judaism? 

 Can children understand and retell the story of Abraham in a 
variety of ways? 

Lesson 2 

To find out how the Torah began 
on Mount Sinai. 

Children will identify the Ten Commandments as laws 
given to Moses on Mount Sinai by God.  They will explore 
what these laws are and what they mean before relating 

them to the rules they have to obey in their own lives.  
They will identify the Ten Commandments as the 

beginnings of the Torah. 

 Do children know that Jews believe Moses was given the 
Torah by God on Mount Sinai? 

 Do children know what the Ten Commandments are? 

 Can children describe rules they have to obey at home or 
school? 

Lesson 3 

To find out how the Torah us used 
by Jews today. 

Children will find out about the Torah and its significance 
for Jews today.  They will find out how Jews use the Torah 

to worship and learn about God, as well as some of the 
practices surrounding us of the Torah (such as using a 

“yad” so that the scroll is not touched). 

 Do children know what the Torah is? 

 Can children explain why the Torah is important to Jews? 

 Can children describe some 

Lesson 4 

To explore some of the stories in 
the Torah and what they teach 

about God. 

Children will find out about some of the different types in 
writing in the Torah and some of its well-known stories.  

They will read the story of David and Goliath and consider 
what Jews can learn about God from the story. 

 Do children know that the Torah contains different types of 
writing, including stories? 

 Do children know that the story of David and Goliath is an 
example of a story from the Torah? 

 Can children suggest what the story of David and Goliath 
teaches Jews about God? 

Lesson 5 

To find out about some of the laws 
in the Torah. 

Children will find out about some of the rules set out in the 
Torah, particularly in relation to food and eating.  Children 
will learn about kosher and non-kosher foods and identify 

some foods that fit into both categories. 

 Do children know that the Torah provides rules for Jews to 
live by? 

 Do children know that some laws in the Torah tell Jews what 
they should and shouldn’t eat? 

 Can children identify some foods that are kosher and non-
kosher? 

Lesson 6 

To find out what the Torah 
teaches Jews about helping others. 

Children will find out about some of the ways in which the 
Torah teaches them to be kind and generous to others.  

They will find out how and why Jews give money to charity 
and some of the other ways help out people in their 

communities.  Children are challenged to relate this to 
their own experiences of helping others. 

 Do children know that the Torah teaches Jews how they 
should treat other people? 

 Can children describe some of the ways in which Jews help 
others? 

 Can children relate this to their experiences of helping 
others? 



 


